COUNSELING CENTRES NATIONAL NETWORK
ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

BALSAM

VIOLENCES AGAINST WOMEN
IN ALGERIA
SECOND RESULTS

SEPTEMBER 2010



q? b BALSAM - NATIONAL NETWORK OF LISTENING CENTERS

TABLE DES MATIERES

ROUTE OF THE VICTIMS ...t a e eneene e e 5
INTRODUGCTION ...ttt ettt e e e e et e e e s e e e e e neeeeeeaens 12
1-NEtWOrK SELHNG UP ©.veeveveeeeeieeeieeeeeeee ettt 12
2- Database SettiNg-UP ......ccoeiieiiiiiiiiiiieee e 13
3- Centres involved on the NETWOIK ........ee e 13
ANALYSIS OF THE DATABASE COLLECTED CASES.........ccove....... 15
1. Introduction of assaulted WOMEN ..........coveieeieeeeeeeeee e 15
1.1. MATRIMONIAL SITUATION OF THE VICTIMS tuuevutenetnenseneeneenrensrseeseeesnesneens 15
1.2. AGE OF ASSAULTED WOMEN ...uuvutinsinesnenessenssnssnsenssnsensenseneensessssessnsens 16

1.3. PARTICULAR CHARACTERISTICS OF VICTIMS ACCORDING TO THEIR MATRIMONIAL
SN U F= TR 17
1.3.1. MARRIED WOMEN ...utiuiieniteneestessesenssnsensensensensensssessaesnaenss 17
1.3.2. DIVORCED WOMEN ... cuttniteteetteseensenesnsensenseneensessssassaesnaenss 18
1.3.3. SINGLE WOMEN ..euieuitiititeneestessenseassnsensenssneensenssseesaesnaenss 19
1.3.4. VWIDOW WOMEN .1t tuttisarareninssssssssrsssnsssnssssssssrsnmnsnsnssssrenmnen 19
1.4. LEVEL OF EDUCATION OF THE ASSAULTED WOMEN......uivverenrrernenneeneenens 19
1.5. ACTIVITY OF ASSAULTED WOMEN ..euutunirnetneenrsnssnssnseneeneeneenerneeseessssassneens 19
1.6. RESIDENCE LOCATION OF THE VICTIMS evutvrnetuneeterneensesnsesnsssnsesnssenseennes 21
1.7 TYPE OF VICTIMS HOUSE . tuttuiitnsttneeteeteensssneesnesenssensssnssssssnsssnsssnsssnnes 22
1-8 WILAYA OF RESIDENCE OF THE VICTIMS tuuvrueerneetneeneenreensesnsesnsesnssensesnnes 23
1.9. PARTICULAR VULNERABILITY OF VICTIMNS 11 tiiiiiiiiiiiiiinenenineenensnrenenenes 23
2. Characteristics of the attaCker.........ccvvvveee et 23
2.1. GENDER OF THE ATTACKER AND RELATIONSHIP WITH THE VICTIM...ccuvvuennenss 23
2.2. ATTACKER'S OTHER CHARACTERISTICS 1 1tutututuissssssarsrsnmnsssnssssssssrsnmnsnsnsns 24
2. 2. L A GE e 24
2.2.5. OCCUPATION OF THE ATTACKER «.vuvuienruensensineensensssessnssnsensenees 26
2.2.6. FACTOR AGGRAVATING THE ATTACKER VIOLENCE ....ucvueeneeneeneennennss 26
3. VIOIENCE ChArACIEIISHICS ....vivveveeeeeeee et eee et ee et ee e et e e nneas 26
G T I =T o =Y T T = N = 26
3.2. RELATIONSHIP OF THE VICTIM AND ATTACKER .. .evuuerteensrensrenerssssnssssseneees 28
3.2.1. MARRIED WOMEN VICTIM/ ATTACKER RELATIONSHIP ...vvvenevvnneennn. 28
3.2.2. DIVORCED WOMEN VICTIM/ ATTACKER RELATIONSHIP ...cevenevevneennn. 29
3.2.3. SINGLE WOMEN VICTIMS/ ATTACKER RELATIONSHIP.....vvveerenneeennns 29
3.3, P LACE OF ATTACK tttttttttt ettt ettt ettt et et e et e e e e e s e ren s eaeenaennannns 29

VIOLENCES AGAINST WOMEN IN ALGERIA



VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN ALGERIA

4.1.2. AGE AND LEVEL OF EDUCATION «.vuttutuensensensensensesssseessesnesnssneens 30

4.2. NATURE OF THE VICTIM PHYSICAL ATTACK vutvuteuernsensensensensensenssssessesnesnees 31
4.3, PLACE OF THE PHYSICAL ATTACK 11ttt tttttnesesesnsssssensensensensenssssensesnesnees 32

Do EVIOTIONAL ABUSE . et tttttttneteseeasessseaseaseaseaseaeeasesteaeasa s e e e s e e easeaaenaenns 32

Y1y (03T
5.2. NATURE DES VIOLENCES PSYCHOLOGIQUES
D 3. PLACE OF ATTACK tttitittet ettt ettt et et et e e e e aeens
LTS = (87N IV, o 1 = (o] =
6.1. PREVALENCE OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE ACCORDING TO THE VICTIM CHARACTERIS-
[ 33
6.1.1. PREVALENCE OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE ACCORDING TO THE FAMILY STA-
8 G 33
6.1.2. PREVALENCE OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE ACCORDING TO THE LEVEL OF EDU-

CATION +eeeee et e e e e e e eaaeenn
6.2. NATURE OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE
6.3. PLACE OF THE SEXUAL ABUSE

7. SOCIO-ECONOMIC VIOLENCE ...vuueiitneitueseteestneessneeeteestneessteestneessneeesnaeessnnns
7.1. PREVALENCE OF THE SOCIOECONOMIC VIOLENCE AMONG ASSAULTED WOMEN

ACCORDING TO THE VICTIM CHARACTERISTICS ..vvuueeeerrineererineeeeerineeeeesnneeeeeenens
7.1.1. MATRIMONIAL SITUATION 1.tvuutruneesneesnneesnneeesnessnneesnneeesnaessnnns
7.1.2. LEVEL OF EDUCATION 11uuueiiriuneeeertneeeeestnaeesessnneesesssnseesssnnaaaeens
7.2. NATURE OF THE SOCIOECONOMIC VIOLENCE
8. JUDICIAL VIOLENCE .. .ttttutieeittiieeeeat e eeestaaeesesaaeesesaaeessataaeeeetaneeeeesaneeeeesnnas
8.1. PREVALENCE OF THE JUDICIAL VIOLENCE AMONG ASSAULTED WOMEN IN FUNC-
TION OF THE VICTIM'S CHARACTERISTICS .uvuuevvvtneeeertineeeeeransesssssnseesessneeesesnans 37
8.2. NATURE OF THE JUDICIAL VIOLENCE ...vuuueeertinerestineesestnneeesessneeesessnnaaeens 37
O, VIOLENCE WITNESSES .11ettuetttteeetneettneessteeeteessneeeteesteesstaeestaeessneessnneessnnns 38
10. EFFECT OF VIOLENCE ON THE VICTIM..evtuntetuneertneresneeesneersnnesesnsessneesnnssesneessns 39
L0, 1. PHYSICAL EFFECT 1utiiitieii ettt ettt e e et e e e et e et e e et e e aanns

10.2. PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS
10.3. SOCIOECONOMIC EFFECTS tuuttuittneerneeseenseneesnesensseniesessssssssnessnesennes 39

SECOND RESULTS - SEPTEMBER 2010 3




@ b BALSAM - NATIONAL NETWORK OF LISTENING CENTERS

11. EFFECTS OF VIOLENCE ON CHILDREN .. .tutttttustnetneenseneensensenseseensensssesseessesnssnees 40
12. STRATEGY OF VICTIMS DEFENCE ..uuttnttnestsesessesesesesensensensensssaensensenaesnees 40
13. REQUESTS MADE BY VICTIMS .etuttuttnetneetneesnsessesssnesneesnsssnsssnsssnsssnessnesenses 41

EXTRACT OF THE ASSESSMENT REPORT SUPPORTING PROJECT OF
LAWS, POLICIES AND ACTION PLANS IN FORCE IMPLEMENTATION,

RELATED TO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN .....ccooviiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeii, 44
ANNEXE ... e 47
REVIEW OF THE FIRST REPORT PRESENTATION ON VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN BALSAM NETWORK ....itvitiiieeriiiiseeeeeiineeeeeiineeeeeiieeesennnnes 47
IMIME GRANGAUD 111tteeeeeeeteettttas s s e e e aeeeaattsaneeeaseeaestaas s s e e e saeeeassennaaeeeaes 47
MATTRE NADIA AIT ZAT OPEN THE DEBATE ..vvvvvuuieeeriieesestnneeeeesnneeeessnneeessnnns 51
MATTRE SADDAT  SPEAKS 111tuueetttuneeresunaeseasnnaeesasnnaesestnnaesentnneaeeesnnsaeeennnns 52
CHERIFA KKEDDAR, .tititett ettt et et et e e et e e e et e e e e e eaeeaeenraenns 52
DIAZAIROUNA ASSOCIATION tvvuuierirtieeteassseesesteesestnnseseesnnseesessnneeeesnnn 52
A UNION WOMAN .11ttt ettt s e e e e e e et s e e e e e e e e e enbeaeeeeeees 52
OTHER SPEAKER .1.uuetttttueesettieeesestsesestanaeesssanaesstanaessstnaeessssaeesnssaaaaeees 53
MwmE BAYA ZITOUN — ANFEDR  ASSOCIATION v.vuvviiiviiieeieeei e 53
MAITRE RAHMANI, UNION MEMBER ..tivniiiiti ettt e e e e e e 54
M-=F GRANGAUD ...eetteet ettt e et e e s e e e e e e et e e e e et e e e eenenns 54
DR FADELA CHITOUR,WASSILA NETWORK ..vvvvvuieieriinseseninnseesesnnnessesnnnnesessnns 55
VNV IDWIFE PARTICIPANT: & tttutetteetteesteeestaesaaee et e eeanaeeaa e e ean e e et e e aa e e et eesnnns 55
REACTION OF ANOTHER PARTICIPANT ...utvvuutrtneessessnneessnsessnnessnnessnnaassnnessnnns 55
MME GRANGAUD ....cvtitesetii e eeeete s e e e et s e e e et e e e e et e e e e eatn e e e eeta e e e entnnaeeeennnns 55
DR FaDILA CHITOUR , RESEAU WASILA . ..., 56
MRs HaDJII, SOCIOLOGIST, CREAD ... .o 56
MME KEBBAS, LEAGUE OF PREVENTION ..vuituiiniiiiiniieiieiteeteeteeaeeieetessnsaneaneens 57
AN ACTIVIST OF THE GENERAL UNION OF ...iiiiiiiieiiiiie e ee et 57
ALGERIAN WORKERS SPEAKS ...tvvuuuieirstieeesastnseesertneesessnnaessssnnaeesesnnsaeeesnnns 57
N 2T i 74 58
MRS BENAYAD CHERIF, RACHDA/ TEBESSA....uuteireeieeeeeeeeee e e e eeeeaeeennns 58

VIOLENCES AGAINST WOMEN IN ALGERIA



VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN ALGERIA

ROUTE OF THE VICTIMS

Married woman, mother of 2
children,Work as administra-
tive agent. Her husband is a
security agent. He works in the
same institution. She is always
offended by her husband who
beats her. several times. The
husband does not meet the
needs of his family. Depressed
woman, put under stress and ti-
red of this burden.

Married woman mistreated and
expelled from the marital home
with her two daughters by her
husband. Her parents died and
her brothers refuse to assume
responsibility. She appeared
at the police station to lodge a
complaint against her husband;
she was asked her to come
back in the afternoon. She was
taken at Nedjma House by a to
be accommodated.

Single woman without employ-
ment, is often beaten by her
father who does not earn a li-
ving. She ran away three times
from home. She seeks legal in-
formation on her rights against
her father.
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The husband lodges a com-
plaint against his ex wife and
accuses her of money robbery
before the divorce.

44-year-old, married woman,
mother of 2 children, secretary;
Her husband is a senior exe-
cutive in a big company. She is
mistreated by her husband, un-
dergoes threats of death. The-
se last years she was expelled
from the marital home. She
asks for the steps to follow to
divorce and looks for a psycho-
logical support because she is
put under stress.

Single woman without employ-
ment, is often beaten by her
father who does not earn a li-
ving. She ran away three times
from home. She seeks legal in-
formation on her rights against
her father.

Married woman, mother of 2
children. She is often beaten by
herhusband. She seeksawayto
stop her husband from beating
her, because she doesn’'t want
to divorce but to reason him.
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Married woman, mother of
three children, suffers from
physical and verbal violence by
her unemployed husband, who
takes drugs.

Battered woman, mother of a
child, is expelled from the mari-
tal home with her one-year-old
son, asks for legal advice.

49-year-old, separated woman,
mother of 5 children, often mis-
treated, beaten by her husband
who wants to remarry and who
does not meet the needs of his
family.

Married woman, and mother of
a child. She is beaten and ex-
pelled from the marital home by
her retired husband and father
of 7 children from previous mar-
riages, asks for legal advice on
the steps to be followed to di-
vorce.

Married woman, and mother
of three children. She is bea-
ten and expelled from the ma-
rital home, leaving her children
behind. Her husband, who
wants to divorce, accuses her
of mental illness.

This woman is tired and put un-
der stress. She wishes to return
home with her children. She is
victim of physical, sexual, psy-
chological and socioeconomic
violence since the beginning of
the married life.

Her husband is physically vio-
lent and tortures her psycholo-
gically, he wants to destroy her
and is vulgar he had never res-
pected his wife.

Woman harassed by her ex
husband in the workplace and
at home. She undergoes physi-
cal violence from her husband.

29-year-old woman suffers from
physical and moral Violence by
the spouse, feels humiliated,
under estimated. She has a
20-month-old child and is afraid
of going out alone and meeting
her husband.

The victim moved to live with
her parents in law and her bro-
ther in law after the death of her
husband. This latter threatens
her to chase her away from the
house and harasses her on her
workplace, he also lodged a
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complaint against the victim for
a theft of a bookshop.

The victim lodged a complaint
against her husband for de-
fect of maintenance allowance
without divorce, as a result all
the family is threatening her of
eviction

She has been too patient, living
a conflict and difficult situation
with her family (2 married bro-
thers who are influenced by
their wives); the small brother
raised his hand on her and his
mom and offended them.

Engaged during 5 years, fur-
ther to it she abandoned her
studies. Verbally aggressed by
her fiancé for different reasons,
he harasses her until creating
her problems with her family.

The victim and her 7 children
suffer violence from her hus-
band since 19 years of mar-
riage. This violence is physical,
sexual and psychological.

Divorced 40-year-old woman, li-
veswithherfourchildreninaroom
at her ex husband apartment.
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She is often threatened with
eviction from this room. Besi-
des, he does not pay the food
pension. Without resources she
is looking for a job.

Battered woman by her hus-
band, expelled from the place
of residence. The 56-year-old
husband divorced twice, this
woman is his third wife, mar-
ried for nine years, she wants
to divorce and asks for legal
advice.

Daily quarrels in the couple
which lead to the violence,
the victim is a woman who is
11-yearsolderthanherhusband.
Relational problem with the hus-
band because of the mother in
law, feels over-exploited, eats
badly, sleeps badly, and works
badly; she takes painkiller .The
husband does not want to di-
vorce. The mother-in-law uses
the emotional blackmail with
her sons.

The woman said she was be-
trayed by her husband with his
best friend several times and is
charged with theft.

Having divorced, her husband
refused to give her her rights,
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thus he decided to remarry her,
she has no right to leave. To
take his revenge, he forbade
her to go out, to work and utter
insults.

Since the first week of her mar-
riage, she undergone physical
and psychological violence on
behalf of her husband and it
lasts for 6 years. she went to
see a professional for the first
time to be heard; 6 years of Cal-
vary, suffering, she got married
at the age of 39 to a widower
who had 5 very young children,
she had to take care of every-
thing and overnight she took the
responsibility of a house and 5
kids, but the worst, is that she
had to manage a violent hus-
band, violent towards her and
his children also. She tried to
see more clearly, she does not
speak to him but can not take a
firm decision.

Amelis a victim of violence from
the part of her fiancé: slaps
from time to time and all sorts
of insults and belittlements are
becoming more frequent.
Divorced since 5 years, after 20
years of marriage. She had the

custody of 9 children among
whom Triplets, her ex husband
waits that they are major to take
back the apartment.

Desertion of the marital home.
Woman of 55 years, married
with 8 children, her husband
left the marital home and let her
without money.

Khadidja is a woman physically
and psychologically assaulted
by her husband; The physical
violence is like assaults and
battery with different objects as
a belt, a telephone or dishes;
but most of the time he uses his
hands. Concerning the psycho-
logical violence, it can be insults
and especially belittlement and
threats.

Woman often beaten by her
husband, offended because
she is older than him. He threa-
tens her of divorce or pushes
her to ask for a divorce so that
she loses all her rights. But she
was more intelligent, she has
not give up to his threats, in-
sults and attacks until the day
where he left the marital home,
knowing well that it is woman
who pays the rent.
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Battered woman, threatened
with death, offended and expel-
led of the marital home by her
husband. Her parents take care
of her and her two children. She
asks for a legal advice, so that
her husband stops beating her.

Victim of psychological and
physical violence on behalf of
her husband for 19 years; he
forbids her to have a social
contacts, she only takes care of
her children and of the house-
hold.

Woman often beaten by her
husband mentally ill, asks for
a psychological support for her
and her children and also legal
advice on the steps to follow to
divorce. But she wonders whe-
re will she go after the divorce
without any resources and wi-
thout accommodation.

Stress following Verbal attacks
from young people of the nei-
ghborhood.

Married, 30-year-old woman
and mother of two children.

She has a university degree
and works as librarian. She is
beaten and offended by her
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husband. Asks for legal infor-
mation on her Rights.

Married for 26 years, suspects
her husband of infidelity. Hus-
band humbles her verbally and
morally, the victim in front of her
4 old children between 18 and
25 years.
Divorced for 12 years, the vic-
tim lives at her parent’s house
with her daughter. No payment
of maintenance allowance, phy-
sical and psychological aggres-
sionwhenshe asksforherrights.
The victim, 23 years old, under-
goes legal violence because
the father of her daughter does
not want to recognize her.
39-year-old woman, married
and mother of two children. She
is nursing and her husband Di-
rector of Wilaya. She is often
beaten with her both children
by her husband. She has un-
dergone this fate for 12 years.
She wants to know the advan-
tages and inconveniences of
he divorce by Kohl.

59-year-old woman victim of
one excessive divorce. After
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a marriage which lasted 36
years, she may find her self
in the street with her children,
because her ex husband asks
for her eviction from the marital
home.

Woman abandoned by her hus-
band with her 4 children since
more than 2 years, she does
not find of what to feed her chil-
dren.

It is about a 19-year-old girl,
married with act with her cousin
but the marriage is planned In
2 years, In time she discovered
that he dos not work and that
he has no diploma Contrary to
what he said to her. At this time,
he started to blackmail her, he
divorces her or she must stop
her studies and if he divorces
her, she has to give him the
sum of DA 70.000.

Mother of two young children-
victim of violence by her chan-
geable husband. Repeated
Infidelities, refusal to meet the
needs of the family, and salary
extortion.

Girl victim of violence on behalf
of her brother who prevents her

to go out and to continue her
studies. Verbal and physical
violence.

Housewife (8 children), victim
of violence (knocks and fre-
quent bullying) from her hus-
band who is mentally ill. Very
Worried about the well being of
her children, witnesses of big
scenes of violence and weake-
ned by this situation.
27-year-old girl, her young bro-
ther beats her every day, insults
her and accuses her of debau-
chery, he stabbed her.
28-year-old girl perpetually de-
preciated by her Fiancé: humi-
liation, extreme and repeated
verbal violence.

Young woman beaten to death
regularly and systematically
dispossessed of her salary.
Woman assaulted by her spou-
se and thrown in the street with
her children.
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To ASSAULTED WOMEN

To THE LISTENERS. FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE TO VICTIMS
AND APPRECIABLE WORK OF SUFFERANCE DENUNCIATION
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INTRODUCTION

Uln 2008, a network of listening centres coming under the NGO'’s has been
constituted for studying and treating together the recorded cases of assaulted
women. Initiated by the CIDDEF and financed by UNIFEM, the project becomes
a material and financial assistance to the listening centres, especially in terms of
training listeners and developing their work made with those assaulted women.

Its main purpose is to collect the cases of violence against women, make
them publically known and set up a sound plea to the public authorities on
measures likely to reduce violence phenomenon and other measures bringing
the necessary help and assistance to assaulted women.

In June 2009, data analysis first results have been published and publically
presented. They didn’t represent the first studies carried out on violence against
women. The latter has been subjected to many studies carried out by associa-
tions first and then by institutional bodies.

Though, the society tends to minimise the problem or reflect an image which
is very far from truth. “Danger is outside, in the street”; “be careful to strangers”.
Reality is much different and all studies say the same. Current analysis and
network analysis results will prove it.m

CREATION AND FUNCTIONING OF
THE LISTENING CENTRES NETWORK

The purposes targeted by the project initiated by CIDDEF are informing and in-
creasing awareness of society and public authorities on violence against women,
with the concern of anticipating these cases and assisting victims. This needs the
sound work of the listening centres and gathering the collected data. For reaching
the targeted purposes, a series of actions has been undertaken:

» Networking of the associative listening centres;

« Elaboration of a database and training listeners for its use;

* Coordination of the network;

* Specific training of the listeners working with assaulted women;

« Analysis of the collected violence cases and publication of results.

1-NETWORK SETTING UP

The listening centres brought together at the beginning of 2008, on the initiative of
the CIDDEF, have decided to embark on a project of networking the centres. Once

VIOLENCES AGAINST WOMEN IN ALGERIA
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the necessary financing obtained from the UNIFEM, the network work has begun by
a common elaboration of the listening scheme.

A draft of the listening report - similar for the centres ensuring anonymous telephone
listening as well as for those having a reception counter- has been discussed. Once
tested and partially modified, the scheme has been adopted by the centres. It has
been proved to be globally satisfying even if the data systematic exploitation made
for June 2009 highlighted the necessity of reformulating some items for ensuring a
uniform interpretation and limiting as possible difficulties of filling the scheme.

The listening report allows to note the victim and attacker characteristics, precise the
nature of the suffered violence and its effects on the victim and her children, identify
—in the victim surrounding- persons who support or those condemning her and final-
ly, note the victim expectations. This account, necessary to a good apprehension of
data, has been the subject of a deep reflection work during the network meetings.

2- DATABASE SETTING-UP

Technically, networking of the listening centres has been established through the
creation and settlement of a database, hosted on a server and accessible via inter-
net. It regroups information from all the listening centres, collected via a normalised
scheme, working as a data entry form.

It has been decided of a settlement of decentralised organisation and online tools
on the internet network. The realisation of a web application permits to all centres
to enter the listening reports, exploit results and allow the CIDDEF to manage the
whole database administration tasks (statistics, data export, users’ management
password...).

The most recent technological tools have been selected, among others: Customer
database/ «<MYSQL» server.

- The «<HTML» language, Script PHP, javascript and Java scirpt.

Each one of the listening centres has been equipped with a computer, printer, inter-
net connexion and a financial support. The network listeners have been trained to
keyboarding for making easy the database use.

3- CENTRES INVOLVED ON THE NETWORK

At the project beginning, 8 listening centres have joined the network and have cho-
sen to name it “BALSAM”", a solace for the victims. Today, the network regroups 13
listening centres for women victims of violence.

Actually, concerning the institutional listening centres, the Ministry in charge of
Family and Women Position has established a database of the cases of violence
against women.

The BALSAM centres are spread out from East to West (Tébessa, Annaba, Constan-
tine, Tizi-Ouzou, Algiers and Oran) on the whole country except South. Since June
2009, five listening centres have joined the network:

SECOND RESULTS - SEPTEMBER 2010 13
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Means of communication: radio — Internet- press-TV 113 21
Friend 69 13
A centre beneficiary 62 11
Acquaintance 35 6
A relative 31 6
A member of the family 28 5
Hospital 33 6
Police station 15 3
Court 1
National Gendarmerie 0
Associations 27 5
Other answer 6 1
No answer 119 22

Number of Listening

Centres location

reports
Algiers 247 45
Tizi-Ouzou 100 18
Constantine 89 16
Oran 51 9
Tébessa 33 6
Annaba 26 5

The centres concentration in some wilayate generates a selection bias: Thus, 45%
of the reported violence cases come from the Algiers listening centres.Nevertheless,
the centres influence goes beyond the framework of the wilaya they're settled in.
Thus, the women going to those centres come from different 33 wilayate.

Residence Wilaya of the victim Number Rates (out of no answer)
Algiers 155 31%
Tizi-Ouzou 90 18%
Constantine 85 17%
Oran 47 10%
Tébessa 27 5%
Blida 17 3%
Annaba 15 3%
Boumerdes 11 2%
Béjaia 7 1%
Chlef 8 1%
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0000000000000 00000000000000000

Sétif 3 1%
Saida 3 1%
Médéa 3 1%
Tipaza 5 1%
Adrar 2 0%
Djelfa 2 0%
Skikda 2 0%
Sidi-Bel-Abbes 2 0%
Guelma 2 0%
Quargla 2 0%
Souk-Ahras 2 0%
Ain-Defla 2 0%
Naama 2 0%
Batna 1 0%
Bouira 1 0%
Tiaret 1 0%
Jijel 1 0%
Bordj-Bou-Arreridj 1 0%
El-Taref 1 0%
Mila 1 0%
No answer 51

1. INTRODUCTION OF ASSAULTED WOMEN

1.1. Matrimonial situation of the victims

A A PDE Pe > a(je
Married and registered 317 58%
Married with Fatha only
(marriage is not registered 19 3%
but only religious)
Separated 22 4%
Single 126 23%
Cohabitation 2 0%
Divorced 52 10%
Widow 7 1%
No answer 1 0%

ota 46 00%

SECOND RESULTS - SEPTEMBER 2010 15




@ b BALSAM - NATIONAL NETWORK OF LISTENING CENTERS

Among the assaulted women who
contacted the listening centres, the
greatest majority (65%) are married.
The seconds are single in 23% of ca-
ses. The divorced women represent
10% of the whole and widows only 1%.

Finally, a case couldn’t be classified by

brate the wedding. It is a frequent phe-
nomenon where the civil marriage has
been concluded but the woman still “so-
cially” unmarried. The situation becomes
more complicated when she is pregnant
or “legally talking”, when the husband
postpones the marriage with no reason

or when he completely disappears.
Thus, the woman is compelled to ask
for divorce without being really married.

the listeners: a woman who is judicially
married but didn’t conclude the religious
marriage (the Fatiha) and didn’t cele-

1.2. Age of assaulted women

Status 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65 et+ Ncolgr—ed;' Total
Married 5/ 11| 31| 60| 54| 55| 46| 30| 9| 6| 1| 50| 358
Single 20| 24| 30| 20| s| 7| 3| 2| 2| o| 1| 12| 126
Divorced ol 1| 6| e 12/ 12/ 6| of 3| 2| o 6| 52
Widow ol ol of o ol 1| 1| 1| 2| 1| 1 0 7
Cohabitation 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2
No answer 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Total 25| 36| 69| 86| 70| 74| 56| 33| 16| 9| 3| 69| 546
Total in % 5% | 7% [13% |16% |13% |14% [10% | 6% | 3% | 2% | 1% | 13% | 100%
?’egl‘:re"df NON 1 506 | 8% [14% |18% |15% |16% [12% | 7% | 3% | 2% | 1%

Women victims of violence who had recourse to listening centres of the network are
predominantly aged between 25-44 (63% of cases where age is declared), with a ma-
jority from 30 and 34 years. Obviously, single women are younger than the married,
82% are between 15 and 34 and the most represented age group is the 25-29 years.
Divorced women are more and more between 35 and 44 years (48% of the cases).

DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO THE AGE AND MARITAL STATUS OF THE ASSAULTED WOMEN
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1.3. Particular characteristics of victims according to their matrimonial
status

1.3.1. Married women

Among the 546 violence cases collected by the listening centres, the majority of
assaulted women -358- that is to say 65%, are married.

» Type of union :

Majority of marriages have been registered but 19 women have concluded the re-
ligious marriage only, it means that their marriage has not been registered at the
registry office.

For those women whose marriage is only religious, this situation, even being so-
cially recognised, is a genuine problem. Indeed, children born of this marriage are
considered as illegitimate. Additionally, in case of divorce, woman can’t benefit of
any protection. That's why the current regulation forbids any Fatiha before the civil
marriage: the religious marriage should be celebrated after the civil marriage only.
To be noted that the regularisation of the only religious marriages is also planned by
the means of a judgment of recognition (art. 22 of the Code of Family). In any case,
we consider that for assaulted women, an exclusively religious marriage constitutes
an additional fragility.

» Duration of the union :

If the majority of assaulted women are married since less than 5 years, 27% of them
are married since more than 5 years. A non negligible number of women are even
married since more than 18 years.

CURRENT MARRIAGE DURATION ACCORDING TO THE FAMILY STATUS

Registered Religious

Duration : . Cohabitation Separated Total
marriage  marriage

0 a5years 226 15 2 20 263
6 a 11 years 29 2 0 2 33
12 417 years 17 1 0 0 18
18 a 23 years 27 1 0 0 28
24 years and 18 0 0 0 18
more

Total 317 19 2 22 360
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i . < . . +
Duration of 0a5 6a1l 12a17 18a23 2z Total
marriage in years years
Number of women 260 33 18 28 18 357
Rate % 73% 9% 50 8% 5% 100%

14 women who are only religiously married are married since less than 6 years. 4 of
them are married since more than 6 years of which 2 are married since more than 12
years. 13 of them have children.

» Number of children of religiously married women

NUMBER OF CHILDREN OF RELIGIOUSLY MARRIED WOMEN

. 5years | Total
Number of children 0 1 2 3 4 2 more | children
Number of women 5 3 4 5 1 0 30

32 women were separated when have contacted the listening centre. The separa-
tion is frequently a consecutive result of violence but the fact of having left or having
been chased away from the marital home makes them more exposed to violence
situations.

> Previous unions

16 of the married women declare having been previously married. Generally, the
previous marriage was short (less than 5 years)

1.3.2. Divorced women

52 women, that is to say 10% of those who have contacted a listening centre are
divorced. The divorced women constitute a vulnerable sphere at the social plan as
well as at the economic and juridical ones.

» Children of divorced women

NUMBER OF CHILDREN OF DIVORCED WOMEN

. 5 years Total Total
Number of children | 0 1 2 3 4 & more children victims
Divorced women 13 (14| 9 4 8 2 110 53

70% of assaulted divorced women have at least one child; ten of them have got 4
and more.
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1.3.3. Single women

The single women constitute 23% of the women having recourse to a listening cen-
tre. These women are subjected to a bit different violence than the one suffered by
married or divorced women.

1.3.4. Widow women

They are very few (7 in total) having contacted the listening centre. This small num-
ber can be explained by respect that generally surrounds widows and old women.
This can also be explained by the fact that this sphere cannot easily join the listening
centres in case of violence.

1.4. Level of education of the assaulted women

If we don’t consider the 41 cases (8% in total) where information regarding the level
of education of the victim women has not been given, the assaulted women have
declared the following level:

0 P a dale onaa e Religlo
ed ated 00
10% 15% 20% 30% 24% 0%
51 77 99 153 123 2

Thus, 24% of the victims have a university level while 50% have a secondary or
Middle school level and 25% are non-educated. This over-representation of the aca-
demic women is the sign of an important bias which is also found at the level of
occupation. Despite this bias, this reveals two things:
« Violence does not spare educated women.
* The most educated women (secondary and university level) have probably a
lower violence tolerance level than those who are less educated and/or a better
acknowledgement of the possible recourses.

1.5. Activity of assaulted women

NUMBER OF ASSAULTED WOMEN PER TYPE OF ACTIVITY AND MATRIMONIAL STATUS

= %

S c

=0 Z

= z o o

3 @ =4 D

ol @ o %)

< 2 2 s

S 7 E 2

~ =
Married with act 49 9 77 6 1 4 171 317
Religiously married 4 4 5 2 0 0 4 19
Cohabitation 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 2
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Separated 3 2 4 0 1 0 12 22
Single 11 4 3 8 15 0 73 114
Engaged 2 0 2 2 2 0 3 11
Divorced 6 5 13 6 0 1 22 53
Widow 0 2 0 1 0 0 4 7
No answer 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Jamsue oN

YloMm [awiolu|
3JIMasnoH
idnd 1o 1uspnis

Married with act 15% 3% 24% 2% 0% 1% 54% | 100%

Religiously married | 21% 21% 26% 11% 0% 0% 21% | 100%

Separated 14% 9% 18% 0% 5% 0% 55% | 100%
Single 10% 4% 3% 7% 13% 0% 64% | 100%
Divorced 11% 9% 25% 11% 0% 2% 42% | 100%
Widow 0% 29% 0% 14% 0% 0% 57% | 100%

14% 5% 19% 5% 3% 1% 53% 100%

For more than half of the cases, the victims’ profession is unknown. In such case, the
most probable is that the victim if a housewife.

Nevertheless, thing which strikes and poses problem in the reported violence cases
is the percentage of the working women: 14% have got a regular job and 5% of
them have an informal one. It is more than the national level of women occupation.
Indeed, the statistics of labour published by the ONS indicates that only 17% of 15
and + women work.

Can we conclude that working women are more exposed to violence than the others?
The question needs to be deeply studied. It means that Algeria is an exceptional
case. Indeed, the international data, in particular the French data, show —on the
contrary- that housewives are more exposed to violence.
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« Amore determining answer element would be the bias of the selection of victims who
contact the listening centres. A bias that has been already signalled concerning the
education level: the working women who are generally graduated and have an easier
access to listening centres and/or are less resigned to violence than housewives.

* Alast explanation can also be given; among the married working women, the attac-
ker is often a jobless husband, twice more important than for housewives. We can
easily imagine the frustration of a man who does’nt work and, moreover, depends
of his wife for his subsistence and that of his children, in a society where a man is
considered as the natural protector of girls and women of the family!

1.6. Residence location of the victims

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ASSAULTED WOMEN ACCORDING TO THEIR RESIDENCE LOCATION

w % :g é wn Z
S 2 2 = 288 5
o —~ © o @ c =
: S 3 a8 2
a = g 7] o 88 )
nw o o
Number of cases 296 82 94 7 67
According to the 54% 15% 17% 1% 12%
place of residence
% Out of no answer 62% 17% 20% 1%

The majority of cases received by the listening centres are coming from the big
towns: 62% if we exclude those who didn’t answer. This result is probably accentua-
ted by the fact that the totality of listening centres are located in the big towns, except
one centre which has recently joined the network. However, it is probable that it re-
flects a bigger urban violence and a lesser tolerance of urban women to violence.

Village comes at the second place before the average and small towns. Even being
few represented, secluded villages and isolated houses are also considered as
areas of violence.

CASES OF VIOLENCE ACCORDING TO THE VICTIM PLACE OF RESIDENCE
AND MATRIMONIAL STATUS

v
@
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s
=}
o

pue abelany
salbe||IA
sasnoy pal
-e|0S| pue sab
-B[|IA papn|das
lamsue oN

SUMO] |[ewsS

Mariée avec acte 178 45 51 3 40 317
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The insecure housing is markedly over-
represented (8%, homeless included),
comparing to the general situation of
housing in Algeria.

Generally, it concerns women having fled
their houses because of violence. Seve-

ral reports show that the fact of being ho-
meless exposes women to a higher risk

1.7 Type of victims’ house

of serious violence. The insufficiency of
accommodating structures for the as-
saulted women is a heavy shortcoming
with seriously bad effects.

Proportionately, in our sample, the vil-
lage singles are particularly numerous to
be assaulted.

CASE OF VIOLENCE ACCORDING TO THE VICTIM HOUSE TYPE

Housing nature Number of cases %
Flat 227 42%
Traditional 90 16%
Villa 48 9%
Modern 36 7%
Insecure housing (flimsy constructions) 18 3%
Illicit construction 14 3%
Shanty town 14 3%
Homeless 9 2%
Hotel room 1 0%
No answer 89 16%
Total 546

The insecure housing is markedly over-represented (8%, homeless included), com-
paring to the general situation of housing in Algeria.

Generally, it concerns women having fled their houses because of violence. Several
reports show that the fact of being homeless exposes women to a higher risk of
serious violence. The insufficiency of accommodating structures for the assaulted
women is a heavy shortcoming with seriously bad effects.
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Ls Wilaya of residence of the vic-

tims 2.1. Gender of the attacker and re-
The wilaya of residence is mentioned for lationship with the victim

ferent wilayate. However, 90% live in 8 first cited attacker is a man in 520 cases,

wilayate: that is to say 95%, a woman in 25 cases
: (5%) and finally not precise when the
aya % 5 victim has been deserted by the parents
) when being a child.
Algiers 155 31% 31%
Tizi-Ouzou 90 | 18% 50% SHGH GHeRRe
Constantine | 85 | 17% |  67% | |- Mother 6
oran 47 10% 76% A_doptlve mother 1
Tébessa 27 5% g2% | | oot !
Blida 17 3% 85% Stepglothﬁr 4
Stepdaughter 2
Annaba 15 3% 88% P 9
- Colleague 1
Boumerdes 11 2% 90%
Department head 1
1.9. Particular vulnerability of vic- | Gynaecologist 1
tims other 1
PARTICULAR VULNERABILITY OF VICTIMS ota
5 an attacke
> o Husband 305
> 2 & = Ex-husband 70
o = 3 Boy friend and ex 19
: S 2 g Fiancé 8
c > Father 45
= Brother 23
Pregnant 5 17 |1 Stepfather 5
unmarried mother 5 Son 2
Lactating mother 8 |3 |1 |1 Other relative 7
Handicapped 2 (1 ]2 Victim boss/colleague | 10
Chronic diseased 9 |46 2 |5 Neighbour 5
Chilc_j of the social 1 1 Acquaintance 4
service or adopted N 2
Orphan 2 one
Other 13

Characteristics of the attacker are less

known than those of the victim. ote 0
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----------------------------------------------------------

Among the women attackers, sister and
mother are firstly cited. We are surprised
to see the stepmother citer after and not
first. The first cited conflict opposes the
victim to her husband or ex-husband, as
indicated on the table of men attackers.

In total, 74% of attacks in our sample are
the fact of the one that the international
organisations call « lover », the husband,
ex-husband, boyfriend or fiancé. At the
contrary, very few attacks are related to
persons who have no relationship with
the victim.

2.2.attacker‘sothercharacteristics
2.2.1. Age

Age of attacker Number Rate
15-19 years 1 0
20-24 12 2
25-29 26 5
30-34 37 7
35-39 57 10
40-44 66 12
45-49 72 13
50-54 54 10
55-59 31

60-64 25

65 and above 21 4
Unknown 144 26

2.2.2. Matrimonial situation of the
attacker

Number Rate Number
Married 386 71
Married without act |13 2

Single 60 11
Divorced 33

Widower 6 1

No answer 48

24

-----------------------------------------------------------

2.2.3. Level of education of the at-
tacker

Education level

of the attacker | Number  Rate
Non educated 48 9
Primary 76 14
Middle school 121 22
Secondary 101 18
University 88 16
No answer 112 21

We natice that victims are proportionally
more numerous than attackers, as far as
high education level is concerned (se-
condary or high).

2.2.4. Activity of the attacker

> Py
g 2
[ =3 ® @
= =< 5
= o
8 < ‘é’ =
@ S 29
S S
5 o
Regular job 168 31 49%
Informal job 54 10 16%
Jobless 87 16 25%
Student/pupil 16 3 5%
Retired 20 4 6%
No answer 153 28

A quarter of attackers of which activity
is unknown are jobless. Thus, there is
an over-representation of jobless in this
kind of situation in Algeria. Unemploy-
ment appears as being a factor of risk in
terms of violence.
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ATTACKER'S AGE

70

\
/|

" 2 —_——
fP=a

Years 15-19  20-24  25-29  30-34 3539 4044 4549  50-54  55-59 60-64 65& above

ATTACKER'S MATRIMONIAL SITUATION
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2.2.5. Occupation of the attacker

o?;tjapczl;t?(; N Number Rate
Senior executive |26 5
Free marketer 16 3
oecuve |19 3
Employee 67 12
Worker 9 2
Shopkeeper 28 5
small farmer 4 1
Craftsman 8 1
Serviceman 2 0
No answer 367 67

The proportion of attackers of which oc-
cupation is too weak for having signifi-
cant ratio is high. Yet, we note relatively
high number of senior executives.

In 63 cases, victims talk about a drug ad-
diction problem in the attacker that is to
say in 12% of cases. Alcoholism, often
associated to drug is less cited (35 ca-
ses). The number of violent « mentally ill
persons » is relatively high.

We wonder whether the victim consi-
ders that her attacker is violent because
of being mentally ill or is mentally ill be-
cause he is violent without reason. We
also notice that unemployment though
very widespread is only cited 9 times as
factor aggravating violence.

3. VIOLENCE CHARACTERISTICS

3.1. Type of violence

) Number % on the
2.2.6. Factor aggravating the at- RN ERIRUIIEIL: of total of
tacker violence victims victims
. i 0,
Aggravating factor Number Physical SIE 68%
b dd ddicii 63 Sexual 193 35%
g arf rug addiction Psychological 469 86%
Alcoholism 36 Socio- economic  |308 56%
Mental illness 18 Juridical 151 28%
Delinquency Emotional abuse is the most widespread.
Unemployment It reaches 86% of victims.
500
450 - -
400 -
350
300
250
150 - -
100
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& 2
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They are often related to other types of violence; physical for 68% of victims, socio-
economic for 56% of them. More than 1/3 of victims suffer of sexual violence and
28% of judicial violence.

On average, each victim suffers of three types of violence

&
e & o,
hv) > < (@] [
> c 2 S =
. < L = o =
Age section ) ~ =) o 2
S 2 = : =
Q —
= 3 o 3 2
=~ S8 =y
L
11-20 years 6% 10% 6% 1% 0% 6%
21-30 years 24% 23% 23% 19% 28% 23%
31-40 years 36% 34% 34% 37% 38% 35%
41-50 years 28% 27% 27% 32% 23% 28%
51-60 years 5% 6% 8% 8% 10% %
61-70 years 1% 0% 1% 1% 2% 1%
71-90 years 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0%
Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
120

100 /\
: /N
. /4 AN

40

20

<20 years 21-30vyears 31-40years  41-50years  51-60years  61-70 years
= Physical === Sexual === Psychological === Socio-economic === Juridical
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---------------------------------------------------------

Related to the victim age, sexual attacks
substantially concern young victims whi-
le economic and judicial attacks are di-
rected towards the oldest.

3.2. Relationship of the victim and
attacker
In this analysis, only one attacker has

been taken into consideration because
—except for group attack- different attac-

------------------------------------------------------------

Husband and ex husband are obviously
the top attackers, followed by the father,
brother, boyfriend, friend of fiancé. Less
than 1% of attackers have no relationship
with the victim.

3.2.1. Married women Victim/ at-
tacker relationship

Y]
< Q@
; ) 2 g 3
kers apply different violence types. = g' é’ 5
2 v B -
Attacker/victim relationship % s < 2 s_%
5 = 2 =
Husband 55.7 > 8 ol
S o
Ex husband 13.2 =
0,
Father 8.2 Husband 385(17 |19 [321| 89%
Father 5/ 0| 0 5/ 1%
Brother 4.2
Mother 3 0| 0 3 1%
Boyfriend, lover, friend 3.1 Stepmother 3l of 1 al 10
fiancé 1.5 Son 2 ol o 21 1%
Mother 15 Brother 1 1| 1 3| 1%
i 0,
Victim boss 15 Sister 2[ 0] 1 3| 1%
Neighbour 4, 0| O 4 1%
Sister 1.3
Victim boss 2, 0| O 2 1%
Neighbour 0.9 Other 71 ol o gl 20
No relationship 0.9 Husband friend | 1| 0| 0| 1| 0%
Stepmother 0.7 No answer 2, 0| 0 2 1%
0,
Stepfather 0.4 Totals 317 19 22 358 100%
89% of married women are attacked by
Son 0.4 . .
their husbands. The percentage is the
Colleague 0.4 same than when marriage is either re-
- — ligious, with act or when husband and
Education or administration 04 ife are separated. Other attackers are
representative wi P : .
Daudht 00 generally members of the family: father,
aughter ' mother, stepmother... in 4 cases, the at-
Other 5.1 tacker is a neighbour and in 2 cases, the
victim boss.

28
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3.2.2. Divorced women victim/ at-

. . Neigh ofr1fo|o| 1| 1%
tacker relationship eighbour i
For the divorced women, the ex husband | Colleague o110 2| 2%
appears as being the almost exclusive
attacker: 51 divorced women on the 53 | Victim boss ofefo|o| 6| 5%
are victims of their ex husbands. School or

3.2.3. Single women victims/ at- |administration | 0 | 1| 1|0 | 2| 2%
tacker relationship representative

As far as single women are concerned, |Norelationship| 0 |5 1010 5/ 4%

the attacker type varies a lot. The father

dominates with 31% of cases. In total, Other 0116 1 2] 0 |18 |14%
boyfriends, fiancés and ex boyfriends to-

: ’ - No answer 0Ol2|0|0/| 2| 2%
talise 20% together. Then, the brother is W ’
the attacker in 16% of cases. Total 5 114 11 1 128 100%

The work relationship: colleagues, boss,
school representatives totalise 9% of at- 3 3 p|ace of attack

tackers.
o Place of attack Rate
o pd
> o .
Y ) Marital home 58%
ct z
2 2 Victim house 12%
g -
In family house 11%
Ex boyfriend 0|5|0|0| 5| 4%
Attacker house 7%
Fiancé 0|1|4|0| 5| 4%
Street 5%
Boyfriend 18|00 9| 7%
vt ’ Work/ studying place 5%
Lover 12010 3] 2% )
Public area 3%
Friend 0O|4|/0|0| 4| 3% ) ]
The marital home and house of the vic-
Father 0137 | 2| 1 |40 | 31% | tim are the main places where attack ta-
kes part. We have seen that 68% of vic-
Mother 01210102 2% {ims are subjected to physical violence.
Stepfather olilolol 1! 1o However, this proportion varies accor-
0 . . . . .
ding to the victim characteristics.
Brother 0|19} 110120 161 The marital home and house of the vic-
Sister olslolol sl 20 tim are the main places where attack ta-
kes part.
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4.1. Prevalence of physical violen-

ce according to the victim charac-

We have seen that 68% of victims are teristics

subjected to physical violence. However,
this proportion varies according to the
victim characteristics. % OF WOMEN ARE PHYSICALLY ATTACKED
ACCORDING TO THE FAMILY STATUS

4.1.1. Family status

4.1. Prévalence delaviolence phy-
sique selon les caractéristiques FATIVESEAIE Nber Total Rate

de lavictime
Married with act 234 317 | 74%

4.1.1. Situation familiale
Religiously married 17 19 | 89%

% DE FEMMES VIOLENTEES PHYSIQUEMENT

SELON LA SITUATION FAMILIALE Separated 16 22 | 73%
Single 70 125 | 56%

Situation familiale Nbre Total ]
Divorced 29 53 | 56%
., Widow 4 7 | 57%
Mariée avec acte | 234 | 317 | 74% °
Cohabitation 1 2 | 50%
Mariée par fatiha 17 19 | 89% | |No answer 1| 0%

Total 371 546 68%

Séparée 16 22 | 73% ]
Married women are more than others

victims of physical violence: 75% are
Célibataire 70 | 125 |569% | Subjected to physical violence. In our
sample, the religiously married women
are more attacked than others. For sin-
Divorcée 29 53 | 56% | gle, divorced or widows, the percentage
of assaulted women is 56%.

Veuve 4 7 | 57% 4.1.2. Age and level of education

Age is also an important element. The
percentage of physically attacked wo-
Concubinage 1 2 | 50% | men decreases as women get older. The
same is for the education level. Those
women with a primary education level
No answer 1 | 0% | are more attacked than those with a hi-
gher level. However, academics are 58%
being subjected to physical violence that
is to say proportionally a bit more than
women of secondary level.
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% OF PHYSICALLY ATTACKED WOMEN
ACCORDING TO LEVEL OF EDUCATION

3 83

g Sc

Level =1 2 §

of education g ‘ég

3 3 o

7} QT
Uneducated 51 29 57%
Primary 77 54 70%
Middle school 99 54 55%
Secondary 153 81 53%
University 123 71 58%
religious 2 1 50%

Married women are more than others
victims of physical violence: 75% are
subjected to physical violence. In our
sample, the religiously married women
are more attacked than others. For sin-
gle, divorced or widows, the percentage
of assaulted women is 56%.

4.2. Nature of the victim physical
attack

Nature of the physical

violence

S9sed JO laqunN
(swnaiA 9s aus Jo)
aley

Assault and battery 35264
Sequestration 70 |13
Multi traumatisms 63 |12
Fractures 61 |11

Strangulation 59 |11
Torture 56 (10
Murder attempt 51 |9
Burnings 35 |6
Kidnapping 23 |4
Forced consumption of drug |10 |2
Other physical violence 27 |5

Total 371 68

Assault and battery are at the top of the
table of physical violence. This assault is
violent enough for resulting on multi trau-
matisms in 63 cases and on fractures on
61 Cases of sequestration concern 71
victims. Finally, 51 of them are victims of
murder attempts.

Concerning blows dealt to victims, slaps,
punches and kicks are three most regu-
lar types of blows. However, the attacker
also uses knives, sticks, brooms or any
other house tools. In one case, the attac-
ker has used a firearm.

Attacker instrument Number

Hands 267
Foot 233
Punch 90
Weapon With Blade 26
Stick 11
House Tool 5
Tooth 3
Firearm 1
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4.3. Place of the physical attack

PHYSICAL ATTACK ACCORDING
TO PLACE OF ATTACK

Place Number Rate
Marital home 219 62%
Family home 37 11%
Victim’s home 36 10%
Attacker’s home 19 5%
Street 17 5%
Public area 13 4%
Workplgce/PIace 11 3%
of studying

5- EMOTIONAL ABUSE

Emotional abuse is an «ordinary violen-
ce» that a lot of women accept. Almost,
none contacts a listening centre for only
this reason but only in case of another
type of violence. Almost all of them are
subjected to this type of violence which
is not innocent but poisons life of a lot of
women.

5.1. Prevalence of the emotional
abuse according to the victim cha-
racteristics

86% of women who contacted listening
centres are victims of emotional abuse.
This rate does not depend of the family
status, even if we notice a bit higher le-
vel for the married women and notably
those who are religiously married.

% OF EMOTIONAL ABUSE VICTIMS

ACCORDING TO THEIR FAMILY STATUS
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Family status < |2 =
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Married with act 316 | 280 | 89%
Religiously married | 19 | 18 | 94%
Separated 22 | 19 | 87T%
Single 125 | 108 | 86%
Divorced 52 | 36 | 70%
Widow 7 6 | 86%
Other 3 2 |67%
No answer 546 | 469 | 86%

5.2. Nature des violences Psycho-

logiques

Nature of the emotio-
nal abuse
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Insults and libel 393 | 72
Threat 286 | 52
Depreciation 244 | 45
Threats of blows 234 | 43
e o o a6 |
Provocation 186 | 34
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o oo 1T | 360 | 21
Threat of death 158 | 29
No going out 134 | 25
Threat of divorce 129 | 24
B o | 126 2
Blackmail 113 | 21
Accusation of madness 96 | 18
?ﬁg?ysation of debau- 81| 15
Infidelity 73| 13
Threat of stop working 70 | 13
Threat of burning 61| 11
'FI)'ir:]rgeat of children kidnap- 56 | 10
Accusation of theft 43 8
Forcible entry 38 7
Accusation of infidelity 28 5
Ban from having children 26 5
Children kidnapping 22 4
ﬁ;tg(renpt of forced mar- 15 3
Forced marriage 9 2

The emotional abuse has got many
forms and each victim is subjected to se-
veral forms. The most frequent violence
is the insult, slander and depreciation, in
addition to a variety of threats (of blows,
death, eviction from house, divorce, chil-
dren kidnapping and ban from working),
accusation of debauchery, of theft and
blackmail. We also find bans from going
out and deprivation from contacts with
family and society. Finally, children kid-
napping, attempts which succeed some-
times, attempts of forced marriage and
forcible entry.
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5.3. Place of attack

Place of the

psychological Number

attack

Marital home 214 52%
Family house 57 14%
Victim house 52 13%
Street 25 6%
Work/ studying 24 6%
place

Attacker house 24 6%
Public area 15 4%

6. SEXUAL VIOLENCE

193 of women having contacted the
network are victims of sexual violence,
that is to say 35% of them.

6.1. Prevalence of sexual violence
according to the victim characte-
ristics

6.1.1. Prevalence of sexual violen-
ce according to the family status

Oddly, married and single women regis-
ter the same proportion of sexual violen-
ce. However, types of violence submitted
to each group are not the same. Indeed,
as far as married women, are concer-
ned, violence is often inside the couple:
« spousal rape », « violence during the
sexual relation » or, on the contrary «
non-sharing of bed ». For single, rape,
rape attempt, incest, and sexual harass-
ment are the predominant types.
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Family status
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Married with act 316 | 115 |36%
Religiously married 19 14 | 73%
Separated 22 7 |132%
Single 125 | 43 |34%
Divorced 52 13 | 25%
Widow 7 0| 0%
other 3 1 |33%
Total 546 193 35%

6.1.2. Prevalence of sexual violen-
ce according to the level of edu-
cation

(@)

z B

= ®

3 (7]

O o

(‘D —

Level of victim o 2

instruction = &
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© %
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Uneducated 51 7 | 14%
Primary 77| 12 | 16%
Middle school 99 | 22 | 22%
Secondary school | 153 | 37 | 24%
University 123 | 31 | 25%
religious 2 0| 0%

34

Percentage of sexual violence cases
among women who have contacted the
listening centre increases with the level
of education. It is probable that the less
educated women don't dare to denounce
a sexual abuse they have been subjec-
ted to, especially when the attacker is
the husband.

6.2. Nature of sexual violence

Half of the reported sexual abuse
concerns marital violence. The impor-
tance of this rate shows how women re-
fuse to have undesired sex. On contrary,
it shows how men consider that their
spouses should yield to their sexual
urge, even forced.

Type of the sexual

abuse

Non-sharing of bed since

more than 4 months 69 | 19%
Violence during sex 65 | 18%
Spousal rape 61 | 17%
Sexual harassment 40 | 11%
Interfering 34 [ 9%
Rape attempt 23| 6%
Rape 20 | 5%
Incest 13 | 4%
Incitement to debauchery | 18 | 5%
geg?_teDrate contamination 5| 10
Other sexual abuse 19| 5%
Procuring 2| 1%

Total 369 100%

Sexual abuse, unanimously considered
as the worst, as it includes rape, incest
and procuring affects 6% of the victims,
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that is to say a total of 35 cases. Some-
times, facts have occurred only once,
notably rapes by unknown persons and
the same is for incest case but they can
reoccur when the attacker applies black-
mail on the victim. Rape victims are sin-
gle in 14 cases, divorced in 5 and mar-
ried in only one case.

The rapist is the fiancé or boyfriend in 6
cases ; the ex husband in three cases, a
family friend in two cases, a neighbour
in two cases, a relative, a colleague (line
supervisor), a male nurse during hospi-
talization, a shopkeeper, a policeman in
the police station in one case each one.
In our victim’s sample, rape by one or se-
veral unknown persons is cited twice.

In such case, it is probable that the vic-
tim contacts authorities rather than a lis-
tening centre.

Rapist Number

Boyfriend, Ex Boyfriend,
Fiancé

Ex Husband

Unknown Person
Neighbour

Son Of Family Friend
Friend Of The Husband
1male Nurse

Line Supervisor
Shopkeeper

Policeman

Brother Of The Sister In
Law

Total 20

The denounced incest cases have oc-
curred a long time before the victim de-
cides to contact a listening centre: some
cases go back to the victim adolescence
but the weight of the pain and shame
caused by this abuse remains present.

e N I I R DY DS =)
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The incest victims are single at the mo-
ment when it occurred, but one of the
victims talks about after her marriage
which has been followed by divorce
when the husband has been informed by
the incest.

Father 8
Brother 2
Uncle 2
Grand father 1
Total 13

Many incest cases are hidden by the vic-
tims. When the mother is informed, she
tries in some cases to protect her dau-
ghter from the incestuous father, but not
always.

Some victims denounce vehemently the
refusal of mother to believe: they are cal-
led as liar and debauched. To be noted
for the procuring case cited here that the
husband himself forces his wife to pros-
titute.

6.3. Place of the sexual abuse

Marital home 71 | 61%
Work/ studying place 7 6%
Street 6 5%
Family house 3 3%
Public area 3 3%
Victim’s house 11 9%
Attacker’ house 16 | 14%

35
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7. SOCIO-ECONOMIC VIOLENCE

7.1. Prevalence of the socioeco-
nomic violence among assaulted
women according to the victim
characteristics

56% of women who contacted a listening
centre say that they have been victims of
socioeconomic violence

7.1.1. Matrimonial situation

Women with religiously marriage or
separated women are the most affec-
ted. Singles and widows are not really
concerned.
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Married with act 316 |191 |60%
Religiously married (19 |17 |89%
Separated 22 |16 |73%
Single 125 (49 |39%
Divorced 52 |32 |62%
Widow 7 2 29%

Other 3 0 0%

No answer 546 |307 [56%

7.1.2. Level of education
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Uneducated 51 |16 |31%
Primary 77 |23 |30%
Middle school 99 |36 |36%

------------------------------------------------------------

Secondary 153 (49 |32%
University 123 |35 |28%
Religious 2 0 0%

As predictable, women with university
level are, less than others victim of so-
cioeconomic violence.

7.2. Nature of the socioeconomic
violence

Nature of the socioe-

o Nber Rate
conomic violence
Deprivation f_rom 161 | 17%
means of existence
Refusal of alimony 130 | 14%
payment
Eviction from the mari- 116 | 13%
tal home
Desertion 100 11%
Hoarding of private 81 9%
property
Ban from health care 69 7%
Hoarding of properties 63 7%
Extortion of salary 54 6%
Non independent 53 6%
house
Ban from studying 38 4%
Refusa_l of children 30 3%
education
cher socioeconomic 31 3%
violence
Total 926 100%

Deprivation from means of existence
and non payment of the alimony are at
the top of the table. Eviction from the
marital home of which effects are terrible
for women as well as for children (es-
pecially in the more and more frequent
cases where the father refuses to put up
them) concerns 116 women.
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Hoarding of properties and salary is a
frequently met problem. Finally, the fact
of not having an independent house is
considered by 53 women as being a vio-
lence from which other conflicts are ge-
nerally generated.

8. JUDICIAL VIOLENCE

8.1. Prevalence of the judicial vio-
lence among assaulted women in
function of the victim’s characte-
ristics

56% of women who have contacted a
listening centre are victim of judicial vio-
lence. The religiously married women,
divorced and widows are obviously more
concerned by judicial violence, more
than married women.

g |82
2 3=
. . ()
Family status 5 g o
5 ==
3 30
(2} w !
Married with act | 316 71 |22%
Rellglously mar- | 4 15 |79%
ried
Separated 22 3 [14%
Single 125 33 |26%
Divorced 52 22 |42%
Widow 7 5 |71%
Other 3 2 |67%
Total 546 307 56%

However, the level of education of vic-
tims if not very differential
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Uneducated 51 4| 8%
Primary 77 10 | 13%
Middle 99 18 | 18%
Secondary 153 17 | 11%
University 123 17 | 14%
religious 2 1 | 50%

8.2. Nature of the judicial violence

Nature of judicial

_ Nber Rate
violence

Ban from working 51 | 15%

Theft of identity docu- 44 | 13%

ments

Ban from integrating the | ., | oo,

marital home

Forced divorce 31 | 9%

Documents falsification | 31 | 9%

Ban from marriage 20 6%

l\_lon registration of mar- 19 5%

riage

Non registration of chil- 15 | 4%

dren

Ban from children cus- 15 | 4%

tody

Ban_ from integrating the 14 4%

family home
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Refusal qf recognising 9 3%
extramarital paternity

Non proved marriage 8 2%
Polygamy 7 2%
Unfair lay-off 7 2%
(_)bhganon o_f reintegra- 4 1%
ting the marital home

Qbhgatlon o.f reintegra- 3 1%
ting the family home

Marriage with a girl un- 0
der 18 2 1%
Other judicial violence 25 7%

337

100%

Total

This table of judicial violence calls for the
following comments :

» Ban from working represents a violence
suffered by 51 women, that is to say 10%
of the victims.

 Theft of identity documents (44 cases)
constitutes a serious violence because
the victims fall at the mercy of the attac-
ker who forbids her to travel.

» Non registration of the marriage (19 ca-
ses) as well as the non proved marriage
(8 cases) in addition to the non registra-
tion of children (15 cases) is one of the
biggest problem of the women being re-
ligiously married.

* Women with extramarital children and
who have decided to keep them instead
of abandoning them after birth are facing
the problem of paternity recognition re-
fusal because the victim can’t have any
recourse.

Possibility of resourcing to the DNA test
for confirming (or not) the paternity if re-

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

fused by the judge only if the complai-
nant proves that a religious marriage has
been made with witnesses.

« Divorced women contact listening cen-
tres for contesting an abusive divorce

(Abusive divorce for 31 cases), or for
complaining about the custody right that
has not been given to them (15 cases).

e Although polygamy is lawful, women
consider it as violence.

9. VIOLENCE WITNESSES
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Child of the victim| 171 | 31% | 39%

Victim relative 86 | 16% | 19%

Attacker relative 54 | 10% | 12%

Neighbour 35 6% | 8%

S_omeone the vic- 12 206 3%

tim knows

Colleague 10 2% | 2%

Friend 10 2% 2%

No witness 64 | 12% | 4%
No answer 104 | 19%

Total 546 100%

Information regarding witnesses is not
revealed by listeners in nearly 20% of
cases. The most frequent witnesses of
violence against their mothers are chil-
dren. Other witnesses are members of
the victim or of the attacker family and
finally neighbours. In 14% of cases, no
witness is declared.

VIOLENCES AGAINST WOMEN IN ALGERIA
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10. EFFECT OF VIOLENCE ON THE VICTIM

10.1. Physical effect

313 victims have physical effects, more
or less severe, as result of the violence
they have been subjected to. 65 victims
signal only one effect, 248 victims talk
about two effects and three effects for

10.2. Psychological effects

For 453 victims, psychological effects
have been revealed: two effects cited in
414 cases and three in 326. The list of
the reported troubles is the following:

Psychological effect of

physical violence

136 of them. on victims
Effect of the physical Suicide attempt 12
. Number
violence Loss of sleep 19
Amputation 1 Aggressively 31
Abortion 2 Withdrawal from social life 33
Miscarriage 6 Hysteria 36
Loss of reference points 46
Pregnancy 10 -
Loss of will 47
Handicap 1 Feeling of shame and guilt 62
Burn 12 Loss of self-esteem 93
Loss of virginity 12 Loss of appetite 98
Bleeding 14 Depression 183
Chronic disease 18 Fear 216
Stress 317
Fracture 24
Stress, fear and depression are the most
Scratches 33 often effects declared by the victims.
Injures 140 Feeling of shame and guilt and the loss
of self- esteem are also very frequently
Traumatism 180 cited. Some victims seem to be comple-
. tely lost: they have lost all their bearings
Pains 234 and will; they refuse social life, loose ap-

Among these effects, some are probably
the result of physical violence:

One case of amputation, 24 fractures, 12
burns, 11 handicaps, in addition to cases
of miscarriage (6).

Others are the consequence of sexual
abuse: loss of virginity (12), pregnancy
(10), and abortion (2)
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petite and sleep. Other reacts conversely
by an increase of aggressively. Finally,
suicide attempts are not rare.

10.3. Socioeconomic effects

Three parameters measure the socioe-
conomic effects of violence against vic-
tims, of which two concerns the working
women.
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We know that in our population of vic-
tims, 75 have a regular job and 27 are
informal workers. Among all of them, 48
have been forced to stop working for
sometimes very long periods but mainly
23, that is to say approximately a quar-
ter, have lost their job.

The other effect, which is particularly
serious in Algeria because of the lack of

housing structuresn housing shortage
and high costs, is the loss of houses.
This situation concerns 48 victims.

11. EFFECTS OF VIOLENCE ON CHILDREN

Kids are the first withesses of violence
against their mothers. Additionally to the
fact of being witnesses, they also can be
victims.

NUMBER OF VICTIMS ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN

Number of children 0 1 2

3 4 | 5and+ | women | children

Number of women | 242 | 78 78

65 | 36 18 546 874

304 of victims have one or several chil-
dren. In total, victims have 874 children.
In 241 cases, negative effects of violen-
ce against children of the assaulted wo-
men are reported. In 129 cases, at least
two bad effects are reported and 03 in
72 cases.

Effects on children Nber Rate
Handicap 4 1.7%
Decline 7 2.9%
Wandering 17 7.1%
Truancy 27 11.2%
Malnutrition 29 12.0%
Violence 54 22.4%
Schooling problems |81 33.6%
Psychological effects | 223 92.5%

The table above shows that violence
against women affects seriously their
children. Child schooling is disrupted:
1/3 of children suffer of schooling pro-
blems, 18% of truancy or wandering. The
psychological health is widely disrupted
and children become violent in 22% of
cases, 7% fall in decline.

The physical health of the child is also
affected because of malnutrition and be-
cause of being also victim of violence.

12. STRATEGY OF VICTIMS’ DEFENCE

The majority of victims have got a strate-
gy of violence avoidance. Some victims,
not many, confront and even give back
blows. A third group adopts an interme-
diate strategy.

,SB}\{S;c:iirrllce of any starting 242
Submission 159
Mutism 142
Total 543

The greatest number of victims adopts
an avoidance strategy, or even a silent
submission to violence.

Protect children 83
Hide the documents 33
Dialog 141

Total

VIOLENCES AGAINST WOMEN IN ALGERIA
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Protect children and hide documents
then try to dialog with the attacker are
the strategies used by some victims.

Offensive strategies Number
Confront 89
Attack 47

The victims who confront their attacker
are clearly the fewest.

13. REQUESTS MADE BY VICTIMS

Type of request Number
Legal advice 296
Guidance 278
Psychological support 273
Housing 48
Sue the husband 26
Medical aid 20
Financial aid 19
Social assistance 18
Reconciliation 17
Mediation 15
Talking group 8
Reintegration 4
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Requests expressed by the victims illus-
trate the paradox, actually frequent in
the sanitary and social spheres where
the offer creates the demand and not the
opposite. The legal advices, guidance
and the psychological support represent
services offered by the listening centres.

The housing requests are at the fourth
position. We notice that they are firstly
addressed to associations having a resi-
dential centre, that is to say SOS femmes
en détresse and Rachda both in Algiers.
However, 24 requests, half of them, are
listed in wilayate where there is no liste-
ning centre neither association devoted
to assaulted women housing.

Obviously, needs of housing centres for
assaulted women are much more impor-
tant than those reported by the listening
centres : the prove is the great number
of assaulted women who have been
evicted from the marital home and don't
find any housing centre.

Yet, currently, there are only 4 housing
centres for assaulted women in Algeria.
Two of them are in Algiers and belong
to associations. Let’s remind that asso-
ciative centres don’t receive any grant
in spite of their obvious public utility na-
ture.

They are often forced to limit the number
of persons or even close at some periods.
Other than the associative centres, there
are only two public organization devoted
for assaulted women in Bou Ismail and
Tlemcen. In case of emergency, assaul-
ted women are directed towards centres
called.

«Diar er rahma» (Houses of Mercy), or
towards centres of elderly people which
don’t have the necessary structures of
self-reconstruction or social reintegra-
tion.

41
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HOUSING REQUEST ACCORDING TO THE LISTENING CENTRE

Centre Location I:g;jg;?
SOS Femmes en Détresse Algiers